Saint Helena Catholic Church

Financial Report 2023 - 2024
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2023 Actual 2024 Budget

Income
General (Offertory and other) 333,859 390,000
Religious Education 3,560 3,000
Income Totals: 337,419 393,000

Expense -
Liturgy 99,997 105,701
Religious Education 8,214 30,088
Administrative & General 44,378 58,024
Facilities 83,901 85,152
Rectory 7,291 8,433
Archdiocese Support 30,003 34,782
Music 9,390 70,819
Expense Total 283,364 392,999

Income - Expense: 54,055 1

Last year, July 2022-June 2023, we had a surplus of approximately $54K, a small portion
due to our not having a Director of Religious Education for a year, but mostly due to the
generosity of this Parish community.

This is why we are confident in our ability to stretch the goal for our parish starting this new
fiscal year. In addition to an approximate 9% in inflationary pressure for regular costs, we
plan to increase investment in religious education and music. This increase in investment
will require an increase in offertory support of approximately 14%.

A significant portion of the increase in offertory will be to enhance the musical beauty in our
liturgical celebrations. Beauty in the liturgy elevates the minds and hearts of those who
attend Mass, helping them to match the inner disposition of their hearts with the external
dimension of what’s being celebrated. As Saint Augustine reminds us, “Singing is proper of
the one who loves,” the one who loves God, of course! To quote St. Joseph Catholic Church
in Bryan, Texas:

Music that blends both spiritual and artistic excellence is liturgical — it is
sacred. Such music has the ability to cultivate, strengthen, and deepen the
spiritual experience of those gathered for worship. The musical tradition of
the Church is a treasure of immeasurable value.

Liturgical music never dominates but serves. Sacred music imparts spiritual
truth to one's mind, heart, and soul. It displays a dimension of meaning and
feeling that mere words cannot. Music makes prayer more pleasing, promotes
a sense of congregational unity, and confers greater solemnity upon the
sacred rites.

To help us enhance our musical beauty, we are searching for a Director of Music who can
play both the organ and piano, who brings a background in the Church’s musical heritage,
and ideally is fluent in English and Spanish. This director will foster the choirs’ growth in
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their abilities and musical knowledge, as well as help the parish to grow in its understanding
and appreciation of the various musical styles and the role of music in the liturgy.

We offer sincere thanks to each of you for your generosity and support of our Parish. We
thank the Lord for you and for His blessings on our Parish family.
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2023 Actual 2024 Presupuesto

Ingreso
General (Ofertorio y otros) 333,859 390,000
Educacion Religiosa 3,560 3,000
Total de Ingresos: 337,419 393,000

Gastos ' 7
Liturgia 99,997 105,701
Educacion Religiosa 8,214 30,088
Administrativo y General 44,378 58,024
Facilidades 83,991 85,152
Rectoria 7,201 8,433
Apoyo Arquidiocesano 30,003 34,782
Musica 9,390 70,819
Total de Gastos 283,364 392,999

Ingresos - Gastos: 54,055 1

El afio fiscal pasado, julio de 2022 a junio de 2023, tuvimos un excedente de
aproximadamente $54 mil, en parte debido a no tener una Directora de Educacién Religiosa
por un afio, pero mayormente debido a la generosidad de esta comunidad parroquial.

Por eso tengo la confianza en nuestra habilidad de extender la meta financiera de nuestra
parroquia en este nuevo afio fiscal. En adicién a un 9% aproximado en gastos por inflacion,
planeamos aumentar nuestra inversién en educacion religiosa y musica. Este aumento en
inversion requerira un aumento en apoyo por medio del ofertorio de aproximadamente 14%.

Una parte significativa del aumento en ofertorio sera para realzar la belleza musical en
nuestras celebraciones litiirgicas. La belleza en la liturgia eleva la mente y el corazon de
aquellos que participan en la Santa Misa, ayudando a elevar la disposicion interna del
corazodn con la dimension externa de lo que se esta celebrando. Como San Agustin nos
recuerda, “Cantar es propio de quien ama”, ide quien ama a Dios, por supuesto! Citando a la
parroquia de San José en Bryan, Texas:

Misica que combina excelencia espiritual y artistica es litGrgica — es sacra.
Tal musica posee la habilidad de cultivar, fortalecer, y profundizar la
experiencia espiritual de todos los reunidos en culto y adoracién. La tradicion
musical de la Iglesia es un tesoro de incalculable valor.

La misica litiirgica nunca domina, mas bien sirve. La musica sacra imparte
verdad espiritual a 1a mente, corazén, y alma. Muestra una dimension de
significado y valor que meras palabras no pueden. Esta musica hace de la
oraciéon mas hermosa, promueve la unidad de la congregacion, y confiere gran
solemnidad a los ritos sagrados.

Para ayudarnos a realzar la belleza litiirgica en nuestras celebraciones, estamos buscando un
Director de Misica que puede tocar érgano y piano, que conoce bien la herencia musical de
la Iglesia, e idealmente habla inglés y espafiol. Este director va a fomentar el crecimiento de
nuestros coros en sus habilidades y conocimiento musical, ademas de ayudar a toda la
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parroquia a crecer en la apreciaciéon de los varios estilos musicales litargicos y el papel de la
musica sacra en la liturgia.

Les agradecemos sinceramente a todos por su continuo apoyo generoso a nuestra parroquia.
Y le damos gracias a Dios por todos y cada uno de ustedes y por todas las bendiciones que
Dios contintia derramando sobre nuestra familia parroquial.

N

s
g
" // / A A

/’, / /I |
| / o [ 1

P. Luis Alvarez

Parroco



